
 

 

 

UN agency pushes new rules on air cargo security 

The International Civil Aviation Organization is advocating changes to increase inspections for 

international cargo in the wake of a deflected bomb attack using printer cartridges being ferried 

by cargo planes. ICAO officials say their recommendations will go out to 190 member 

governments in the coming weeks for comment 

NY Times reporter defends profile of WikiLeaks’ Assange 

New York Times reporter John F. Burns considers WikiLeaks editor-in-chief Julian Assange — the 

subject of a front-page profile he co-authored Sunday— to be "an incredibly smart man" with an 

"extremely high IQ." "But," Burns told The Upshot on Tuesday, "it's odd to me that a man so 

intelligent, and who calls himself a journalist, could be so unintelligent about the New York 

Times." Burns, a Pulitzer Prize-winning war correspondent and current London bureau chief, 
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pushed back against Assange's contention that the Times engaged in "tabloid activity" when 

reporting a profile that Assange calls a error-ridden "hit piece." 

NYT’s Keller on why WikiLeaks withheld docs from paper 

"WikiLeaks is not a 'media partner' of The Times. We signed no agreement of any kind, with 

WikiLeaks or anyone else. In fact, in this case — our third round of articles based on documents 

obtained by WikiLeaks — we did not receive the documents from WikiLeaks. Julian Assange, 

the founder of the group, decided to withhold the material from us, apparently because he was 

offended by our reporting on his legal and organizational problems. The London newspaper, The 

Guardian, gave us a copy of the archive, because they considered it a continuation of our 

collaboration on earlier WikiLeaks disclosures. (The Guardian initially asked us not to reveal 

that they were our source, but the paper's editor said on Sunday night that he was no longer 

concerned about anonymity.) 

The Guardian gave State Dept. cables to the NY Times 

New York Times editors said Sunday that although the paper's reporters had been digging 

through WikiLeaks trove of 250,000 State Department cables for "several weeks," the online 

whistleblower wasn't the source of the documents. But if WikiLeaks—which allegedly obtained 

the cables from a 22-year-old army private—wasn't the Times source, than who was? 

Apparently, The Guardian—one of the five newspapers that had an advanced look at the 

cables—supplied a copy of the cables to The Times. David Leigh, The Guardian's investigations 

executive editor, told The Cutline  in an email that "we got the cables from WL"—meaning 

WikiLeaks—and "we gave a copy to the NYT." It's not every day that a newspaper gives 

valuable source material to a competitor. But Leigh explained in a second email that British law 

"might have stopped us through injunctions [gag orders] if we were on our own." 

Former State Department intelligence chief says spy orders 

unprecedented 

Carl W. Ford, a former head of State Department intelligence, says tasking U.S. diplomats to 

collect foreign officials’ credit card numbers and other personal data is unprecedented, despite 

the department’s assurances to the contrary. ―I can't recall anything like this,‖ Ford told SpyTalk 

by e-mail on Monday, adding that in the past, American diplomats focused on the personalities 

and political views of foreign officials, leaving the collection of cell phone numbers, e-mail 

addresses, credit card accounts and other personal data to the CIA, FBI and other U.S. 

intelligence agencies. 

Iran 'lied to UN inspectors about Qom nuclear site' 

US cables show IAEA officials were denied blueprints and told evidence of bomb-grade uranium 

enrichment was forged Iranian officials withheld from international atomic energy inspectors the 

original design documents for a secret nuclear reactor suspected of being part of Tehran's plan to 

build an atomic bomb, a US embassy cable reveals. The secretariat of the International Atomic 
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Energy Agency (IAEA) was denied the blueprints when in October 2009 its inspection team 

visited the part-built facility in a mountainside at Fordow near Qom. It was instead provided with 

designs that showed only what was already built. Providing a picture of Iranian obstruction to the 

visit, Herman Nackaerts, the IAEA's deputy director general who led the inspection, revealed 

that Iranian officials were "steered by unseen observers who send notes to the Iranian 

interlocutors during meetings" and insisted on tape recording the meetings but refused to allow 

the IAEA to do the same. According to the secret cable back to Washington the inspectors were 

"not impressed" by the Iranians' continued refusal to elaborate on their denials of evidence 

pointing to the nuclear programme's military intent 

U.S. Rethinks Access to Data  

Restricting access inside the government to sensitive information could help prevent future 

breaches, but it would also hamstring recent government efforts to share more crucial 

information among agencies. The Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks were facilitated in part by 

government agencies' inability to share critical information. "To the extent you start restricting 

that information, you keep it out of the hands of some people who could really use it," said 

Steven Pifer, a 25-year diplomatic veteran, former ambassador to Ukraine, and arms-control 

expert at the Brookings Institution in Washington. Another possibility for securing diplomatic 

communications that worries some former diplomats: Classifying more dispatches as top secret. 

That would route them through different networks with smaller audiences. None of the quarter-

million cables WikiLeaks released were classified "top secret"; only 15,000 were classified 

"secret." That would reverse a trend in recent years of seeking to classify only those data that 

really needed it. "Overclassification would be a total abuse of the system," said David Shinn, a 

37-year State Department veteran and former ambassador. In the wake of the leaks, State 

Department veterans also worry that U.S. diplomats will have a harder time getting information 

from local sources. 

Mobile Banking in the Emerging World 

In Tanzania, a hospital sends money by text message to women in remote areas so they can pay 

for bus fare to travel for critically needed surgery. In Afghanistan, the government pays its police 

officers by text message to skirt corrupt middlemen. In Pakistan, the biggest financial network is 

not a bank, but a unit of Telenor, the Norwegian mobile phone operator. While storefront bank 

branches and online banking are ubiquitous in the United States and most developed countries, in 

less-developed countries only a small fraction of the population is served by banking services. 

Mobile banking first appeared in the Philippines in 2001, when two operators, Globe and Smart, 

introduced their own domestic payment plan. In most mobile banking models, the person 

sending a payment sends the amount by text to the recipient’s phone number.  

Tweeting after-hours: The U.N.'s undiplomatic blogging community 

It's yet to be seen whether her majesty's blog will live up to its billing. In their short history, 

diplomatic blogs and tweets have too often served as little more than a modern delivery system 

for self-serving state propaganda, or old-fashioned press releases and policy statements that were 
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once simply slapped up on a web page, or distributed by fax or email. Still, the embrace of social 

media has produced some poignant unscripted revelations by far flung diplomats, elevating some 

diplomats from anonymity to minor internet celebrity, and in some cases, fueling diplomatic 

incidents that have left incautious bloggers with their careers in tatters. Earlier this year, the U.S. 

State Department incorrectly announced via Twitter that U.S. Sudan envoy, Ret. Air Force Major 

Gen, J. Scott Gration, was planning to meet with President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, an indicted 

war criminal. A correction soon followed. A former State Department official, Jared Cohen, 

roiled diplomatic sensitivities in Damascus and Washington by tweeting his impressions of 

Damascus, which included "the greatest frappacino ever," an ATM machine that shortchanged a 

colleague, and a meeting with students complaining about state internet restrictions. "The trip to 

#Syria will test Syria's willingness to engage more responsibility on issues of #netfreedom," he 

tweeted.  

For the World's Rural Poor, Solar Innovations Offer Hope  

Innovations in solar energy have the potential to bring electricity to much of the rural poor in 

developing countries.  The United Nations Development Programme estimates that 1.5 billion 

people—including 89% of rural sub-Saharan Africa—still lack electricity. African villages tend 

to rely on diesel generators and highly toxic kerosene lamps for light, even in rural clinics, 

despite the risk of respiratory diseases. Solar power, however, is starting to make inroads in 

locations where extending the electric grid may not make economic sense. Various solar 

applications are becoming more affordable thanks to such technological innovations as 

photovoltaic panels that use thin films; light bulbs that capture energy during the day to provide 

light at night; and solar mobile-phone chargers. 

WikiLeaks: The must-have weapons and the countries that want 

them 

The world's military shopping list is being exposed through the WikiLeaks publications. State-

of-the-art missiles and American military helicopters are a frequent topic of discussion in the 

diplomatic cables posted online Sunday by WikiLeaks. The documents show a keen interest in 

what weaponry Iran has and how to defend against it. America's state-of-the-art unmanned aerial 

vehicles also garnered a great deal of attention. One cable said Turkey "requested the sale of 

armed MQ-9/Reaper UAVs, which will be a challenge to fulfill."  

WikiLeaks documents paint dark picture for Iran 

Eighteen months ago, in May 2009, Israel’s Defence Minister Ehud Barak, met with a U.S. 

congressional delegation and insisted the world had just six to 18 months ―in which stopping Iran 

from acquiring nuclear weapons might still be viable.‖ After that, Mr. Barak said, ―any military 

solution would result in unacceptable collateral damage.‖With that deadline fast approaching, 

time indeed is running out. And, for the first time, the WikiLeak’s trove of stolen U.S. 

diplomatic cables shows, in unprecedented ways, the growing pressures being put on 

Washington to find a military solution to Iran’s growing nuclear threat. 
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WikiLeaks: the revolution has begun – and it will be digitised 

The former US ambassador to Russia James Collins told CNN the disclosure of the cables, "will 

impede doing things in a normal, civilised way". Too often what is normal and civilised in 

diplomacy means turning a blind eye to large-scale social injustices, corruption and abuse of 

power. Having read through several hundred cables, much of the "harm" is embarrassment and 

the highlighting of inconvenient truths. For the sake of a military base in a country, our leaders 

accept a brutal dictator who oppresses his population. This may be convenient in the short term 

for politicians, but the long-term consequences for the world's citizens can be catastrophic. Leaks 

are not the problem; they are the symptom. They reveal a disconnect between what people want 

and need to know and what they actually do know. The greater the secrecy, the more likely a 

leak. The way to move beyond leaks is to ensure a robust regime for the public to access 

important information. Thanks to the internet, we have come to expect a greater level of 

knowledge and participation in most areas of our lives. Politics, however, has remained 

resolutely unreconstructed. Politicians, see themselves as parents to a public they view as 

children – a public that cannot be trusted with the truth, nor with the real power that knowledge 

brings. Much of the outrage about WikiLeaks is not over the content of the leaks but from the 

audacity of breaching previously inviable strongholds of authority. In the past, we deferred to 

authority and if an official told us something would damage national security we took that as 

true. Now the raw data behind these claims is increasingly getting into the public domain. What 

we have seen from disclosures like MPs' expenses or revelations about the complicity of 

government in torture is that when politicians speak of a threat to "national security", often what 

they mean is that the security of their own position is threatened. 

Is WikiLeaks a Terrorist Organization? Rep. Peter King Thinks So 

Now, with the massive release of classified State Department cables, some U.S. lawmakers are 

talking about cracking down on the pro-transparency organization.New York Rep. Peter King, 

the ranking Republican member of the House Homeland Security Committee, wants to designate 

WikiLeaks as a "foreign terrorist organization." "They are engaged in terrorist activity. What 

they're doing is clearly aiding and abetting terrorist groups," King told Fox News. "Either we're 

serious about this or we're not." 

Design Without Borders 

There are several reasons why projects in markets as diverse as Morocco, the Philippines and 

United Kingdom are all worth looking at. For one, U.S. developers tend to be more conservative 

when it comes to design, leading to a more cookie-cutter approach even when owners venture 

into newer property types like lifestyle centers and mixed-use projects. Secondly, building codes 

in the U.S. tend to be more restrictive, limiting the variety of building types and materials that 

can be employed. Lastly, the retail market in the U.S. is more mature and there are very few new 

projects going up today, creating fewer opportunities for experimentation.  At the same time, 

business conditions at home are forcing firms that traditionally have focused on work in the U.S. 

to build or bolster their practices abroad. (For example, Seattle-based architecture firm Callison, 
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which has been active in Asia for more than 20 years, recently entered into a joint venture with 

China-based HAYA Architects.)  

California prison overcrowding case heads to Supreme Court 

The suicide rate in California's overcrowded prisons is nearly twice the national average, and one 

inmate dies every eight days from inadequate medical care. These are just two indicators cited in 

the 15-year legal battle over whether the state's prisons are failing to provide humane medical 

care for the 165,000 inmates. On Tuesday, the problems of California's prisons will move to a 

national stage when the Supreme Court hears the state's challenge to an extraordinary court order 

that would require the prison population to be reduced by about 25% in two years. That could 

mean releasing or transferring more than 40,000 inmates, state lawyers say. The case is not just 

of interest to California. Lawyers for 18 other states, including Illinois, Pennsylvania and 

Virginia, joined in support of California's appeal, saying they feared a ruling upholding the 

prison release order could trigger similar moves across the nation. "Real world experience" 

suggests that releasing a large number of inmates would "inevitably place innocent citizens at 

much greater risk," they said. 
 

Oklahoma law aims to give control of social network profiles to 

people's will executors  

A new Oklahoma law is designed to help estate executors or administrators gain control over 

social networking profiles of people who died and left them behind. Experts say the law itself 

may prove toothless, but it should remind people to think about what happens to their online 

legacies after they die. The law assumes a Facebook page or other social network account is the 

property of the person who creates and uses it. That may not be the case, because most websites 

claim the information as their own in agreements when users sign up. 
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I got these two 

photos via email from a friend. Supposedly, they’re photos of a 

public restroom in Houston, TX with the one on the left being the 

view from the outside and the one on the right being the view from 

the throne. Personally, having lived in Houston for a number of 

years in the not too distant past I highly doubt that. The people 

there never seemed to be this avant garde… 

States ask Texas to supply ingredient for executions 

As the supply of a key drug used in lethal injections dwindles, state officials are knocking on the 

door of the busiest execution chamber in the country for help. Some states that have the death 

penalty have asked Texas for doses of sodium thiopental, the so-called knockout drug, used as 

part of the three-drug cocktail in executions by lethal injection, accordingto Michelle Lyons, 

spokeswoman for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. She would not identify the states 

that requested assistance. The state has declined to make its supply available even though all of 

its 39 available doses are set to expire in March and there are only three executions scheduled in 

the state before then, Lyons said. 

Picasso's electrician reveals artist's 'treasure trove' 

A retired electrician in southern France who worked for Pablo Picasso says he has hundreds of 

previously unknown works by the artist. The treasure trove of 271 pieces includes lithographs, 

cubist paintings, notebooks and a watercolour and is said to be worth about 60m euros (£50.6m). 
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Pierre Le Guennec, 71, reportedly says Picasso gave him the works as gifts. But the estate's 

administrators have filed a case for alleged illegal receipt of the works of art. 

Do We Have Any Idea How to Deal with North Korea? 

History shows what happens to militaries when they shackle themselves to narrow conceptions 

of warfare. To take one recent (non-American) example, the Israeli Army by 2006 had become 

an Army largely focused on low-intensity conflict in the Palestinian Territories. But, when the 

IDF was called on to fight a sophisticated foe in Lebanon, it became clear very quickly that the 

Israeli Army had forfeited its most basic ground-fighting skills. There is a straightforward and 

bottom line here. An American military force that can coordinate firepower and best a powerful 

foe can also engage locals and practice lower tech warfare. But a military that focuses on how to 

kibbitz may face serious challenges when called upon to do the reverse. 

Sexist Violence Invisible in War on Drugs 

One very clear effect is "the invisibility of violence against women," David Peña of the National 

Association of Democratic Lawyers told IPS. His organisation brought the case of three young 

women (the "Cotton Field case") killed in Ciudad Juárez, on the U.S. border, to the Inter-

American Court of Human Rights, which held the Mexican state responsible for the killings.  

"The number of deaths is so great that there is no differentiation between male and female 

victims. Worse yet, there is no specification of motives in the murders," he said. "If a girl is 

found dead on the street and the body shows signs of violence, whether she has a bullet wound, 

is tied up, or there is a dead man next to her, her death is recorded in the category of 'organised 

crime'," Peña said. 

Cuban Lesbians Demand Fair Treatment from Health Providers 

The main target of their demand is gynaecology, because lesbians and heterosexual women have 

different needs.  "There are lesbians who have never had sex with penetration," said Nery 

Lázaro, the coordinator of the Oremi collective, who advocates a transformation in the doctor-

patient relationship to ensure that lesbians come in for important procedures, such as Pap smears.  

Lázaro, a CENESEX psychologist, said "you don't choose your sexuality, you just have it." 

Brazil's Capitalist Invasion Builds Socialism 'à la Venezuela' 

Bridges, railroads, petrochemicals, steel mills, electricity, aqueducts, agriculture, meat-

processing plants, ship building and even cable cars: Brazil's powerful entrepreneurial arm is 

reaching towards the Caribbean, via Venezuela, where the Hugo Chávez government is working 

to build what it calls "21st century socialism.""The Brazilian construction companies work 

comfortably with the Venezuelan government, because behind them is the Brazilian government 

with its integration policy, with the understanding between both countries and Brazil's BNDES 

(National Development Bank)," the director of the Venezuelan-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, Fernando Portela, told IPS 
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Iran's Worsening Military Status  

Iran's military leaders, both in the regular military and the Revolutionary Guards, cannot be 

pleased with trends in the regional military balance. They retain formidable retaliatory power 

both in missiles and militant allies, but the basics of the military balance are tilting further and 

further away from Tehran and towards a regional alignment that will contain Iranian power for 

the indefinite future. The United States is particularly tightening the noose. 
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